concept of certain new etiologic forces which lie back of those which were once thought to be basic such as, for instance, the factors which lie back of the pneumococcus as a cause of pneumonia. Of late years conservative opinion does not allow anything to be really considered as 'etiology' unless we can succeed in getting it into a test tube, unless we can precipitate it, -unless we can crystallize it as it were. This is due, of course, to our current methodology which has, perhaps, become more of a religion than most of us realize. I think it may have led to a slightly narrow interpretation of clinical investigation on our part, for clinical investigation certainly should be given the opportunity to spread itself up into philosophy, if it will, as well as down into the basic sciences."
In the twenty-three years since these words were written, progress has been made; with considerable struggle, epidemiology is coming into its own as a basic and a clinical science, and its potentialities, forseen so clearly by Dr. Paul, are gradually being realized. During these years, he has been in the thick of the battle as an investigator and teacher, organizing and carrying out both frontal and flank attacks on various epidemiological problems at home and abroad. A year and a half ago, he had occasion to dictate an informal history of research in the Section of Preventive Medicine, with some notes on earlier work carried out while he was assistant and associate professor of Medicine. The transcription of this dictation he has never seen. Nevertheless, we are taking the liberty of presenting it here, without his knowledge (and with only minor editing) as a personal record of the pleasures of scientific exploration and discovery in the mid-20th century by a physician, a clinical epidemiologist, a naturalist, and a philosopher,-viz. J.R.P. DOROTHY M. HORSTMANN (Guest Editor).
FROM THE NOTEBOOK OF JOHN RODMAN PAUL
"At an earlier date, some four or five months ago, I dictated an outline of the activities of the Department of Medicine during the 1920's and '30's with emphasis upon the work of Blake and Trask on scarlet fever, their recognition of the scarlatinal toxin, and the use of antisera in the therapy of the disease. This was at a time when scarlet fever was a much more serious disease than it is at present. The report also emphasized Dr. Blake's work on pneumococcal pneumonia, his discovery and classification of pneumococcus variance, and later a great deal of work on the therapy of pneumonia, both by pneumothorax and later by chemotherapy and antibiotics.
